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In  wbat  r  BhaU  8.y,  Ladies  and  Gentle-  to  entertain  that  fallacy.  I  certainly  am  not 
aien,  of  the  part  taken  by  Catholics,  in  the  willing  to  place  the  religioti  old  as  Christ^n- 
establishment  of  that  Independence  of  which  dom-the  religion  which  is  Chnstendom- 
we  have  just  celebrated  the  seventy-sixth  before  the  self-erected  Bar,  of  every  empty 
Annivei^ry,  I  wish  you  to  believe,  that  I  Theorist.  Those  hosts  of  iUustrious  freemen. 
vUl  assert  nothing  bevond  the  strict  limits  those  generations  of  champions  of  the  Feo- 
of  history.  I  will  not  assert  they  made  the  pie,  who  are  now  in  Heaven,  will  not  come 
Revolution;  I  will  not  assert  that  it  might  down  to  plead  to  such  an  indictment.  Neith- 
not  have  been  made  without  them;  but  I  do  er  will  the  Catholics,  of  to-day,  consider 
asseit,  that  it  was  made  in  part  by  them  and  themselves  accused.  We  challenge  the 
through  them;  that  they  performed  their  challengers;  we  put  them  to  proof.  For  us, 
duty  in  peac^  and  war,  in  council  and  ac-  our  lives  speak  for  us. 
lion;  not  more  than  they  were  bound  as  But  when  I  hear  the  Catholic  religion 
freemen  to  perform,  but  a^wedly  not  less  spoken  of,  as  unheard  of,  and  untried,  as  a 
than  their  full  share.  new  element  in  American  society  or  Ameri- 

I  am  not  here  to  make  a  case  for  Catho-  can  politics,  my  respect  for  Truth  will  not 
licity.  I  am  not  here,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  suflFer  me  to  remain  silent.  When  I  hnd  a 
to  defend  it.  I  know  that  random  and  foolish  tone  taken  towards  us  full  of  the  spirit  of 
assertions  have  been  made,  that  the  Catholic  priority  and  patronage ;  when  I  find  it  loud- 
religion  is  incompatible  with  the  republican  ly  asserted,  that  we  owe  the  liberties  we 
form  of  goYPmment.    It  is  not  my  intention  share  with  you,  solely  to  Protestant  men  and 


sH 


Protestant  influences,  there  I  must  raise  the  Henry  had  read  George  the  Third  tliat  fa- 
negative  and  appeal  to  the  tnith  of  history,  mous  parable  beginning  "  Ceasar  had  his 
1^  I  will  not  deny  that,  the  majority  of  the  Brutus."  In  the  interval  between  incipient 
Eminent  leader  of  the  Revolution  occu-  discontent  and  ripe  revolt,  the  intellectual 
])ied  various  points  on  the  scale  of  Protest-  war  was  bravely  waged  by  the  Adams's  and 
antism,  from  the  High  Churchman  to  low  Otis's  in  New  England,  by  the  Livingstons 
vationalism — but  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  and  Hamiltons  in  New  York,  by  John  Dick- 
no  sect,  as  such,  and  no  Protestant  influence,  inson  and  Chas.  Thomson,  in  Pennsylvania, 
its  eueh,  was  vitally  necessary  to  the  Inde-  by  Charles  Carroll  and  William  Pacca  in 
])endence  of  the  Colonies.  Whether  I  am  Maryland,  by  Jefferson  and  Lee  in  Virginia, 
correct  in  that  opinion,  or  not,  (and  I  have  by  the  Rutledges  and  Pinkny's  at  South, 
taken  some  trouble  to  form  it,)  I  will  prove  These  accomplished  men  by  their  writings 
before  I  leave  this  stand,  that  Catholics  in  and  speeches  wrought  the  Colonial  miiKl 
America,  during  the  Revolution,  contributed  into  a  high  state  of  consistency,  which  only 
a  large  and  decisive  influence,  to  the  defeat  needed  the  pervei-se  provocations  of  George 
of  the  tyrannical  pretensions  of  George  the  the  Third,  to  assume  the  hardihood  of  Na- 
Third,  and  to  the  establishment  of  those  lib-  tional  resistance.  Fortunate  in  their  friends, 
erties,  and  that  order,  which  at  this  day,  we  fortunate  iu  their  geography,  fortunate  in 
enjoy.  their  enemies,  the  United  Colonies,  in  July 

The  Revolutionaiy  period  in  our  history,  1776,  issued  th'eir  Declaration  of  Indepen- 

begins  with  Lord  North's  fii-st  proposal  to  dence. 

t:ix  the  Colonies  by  London  law,  and  closes.  At  that  time  the  total  population  of  the 
nith  the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Con-  Thirteen  Colonies  did  not  exceed,  two  and  a 
s'itution.  In  17G5,  the  great  question  was  half  millions.  The  Episcopalians  were,  per- 
il ret  raised,  which  question  raised  the  Con-  haps,  the  sect  most  nunawous;  the  Congre- 
t  nent;  it  ends  with  the  election  of  George  gationalists  came  next;  the  Lutherns,  Qua- 
'  /ashington  as  First  Chief  Magistrate,  in  kers,  and  other  denominations  made  up  the 
1790.  It  occupied,  in  discussions,  in  pre-  Protestant  total,  to,  let  me  say,  in  round 
]iiration,  in  battle,  and  in  organization,  the  numbers,  i?,4 5 0,0 00.  Of  Catholics,  I  coej- 
1  i'e-tirae  of  one  generation.  The  causes  that  jecture,  there  was  not  above  50,000,  through- 
(■  irried  on  the  battle  to  success,  were,  I  think,  out  the  entire  Confederacy ;  that  is  a  pro- 
t'li-ee — the  unanimity  and  heroism  of  the  portion  of  one  in  fifty  of  all  who  began  the 
(Jolonists  themselves,  as  well  as  the  justice  Revolution.  I  know  that  the  Rt.  Reverend 
Qf  their  cause — the  French  alliance — and  Bishop  Carroll,  in  1785,  estimated  the  Catli- 
the  bold  sympathy  of  a  lar^e  party,  within  olics — "in  Maryland  10,000,  iu  Pennsylva- 
the  British  Empire.  I  will  consider  each  nia  6,000,  in  other  States  7,500."  But  this 
'•ause  by  itself,  and  I  will  show  you  what  calculation  was  made  only  as  far  as  mission- 
part  Catholics  had  in  bringing  those  causes  ary  data  was  collected ;  but  missionary  data 
into  operation.  could  not  be  collected  in  one  half  the  Colo- 

The  Colonists,  themselves,  did  not  arrive  nies.     Up  to  1784,  the  Catholics  of  Amer- 

hastily,  at  the  decision  of  a  resort  to  arms,  ica,  were  placed  under  the  Apostolic  Vicar- 

For  some  years,  as  is  known  to  you  all,  the  ate  of  London :  Missions  were   "  few   and 

pen  preceded  the  sword.     Ten  long  yeai-s  far  between,"   and   in  some   Colonies  the 

before  a  shot  was  fired  at  Lexington,  Patrick  Catholic  religion  was  only  beginning  to  be 


tolerated.  Maryland  the  ^^nly  Catholic  Col-  lies  must  have  been  led  by  an  uneeTfiah 
ony,  the  fii-st,  also,  to  embody  in  its  law,  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  a  high  sense  of 
principle  of  toleration,  saw  that  principle  vio-  duty ;  they  owed  the  Colonies  no  grati- 
lated  in  1689,  A  Protestant  revolution  in  tude,  and  they  could  hardly  hope  for  future 
the  Colony  imitated  the  Protestant  revolu-  social  equality,  against  such  overpowering 
tion  in  England,  and  (Jatholics  were  denied,  odds  and  obstacles.  They  were  actuated 
the  right  of  woi-ship  except  in  private  hou-  solely  by  principle ;  George  the  Third  was 
ses.  Charles  Carroll  and  William  Pac^'a,  wrong,  the  Colonies  were  right,  and  it  de- 
were  not  even  legal  votei-s,  in  their  own  volved  on  them  to  show  their  manhood — to 
country,  when  they  were  contending  for  its  show  that  they  could  rise  above  personal  and 
liberty  at  the  price  of  their  lives.  In  Vir-  particular  wrongs  to  do  their  public  duty. 
ginia  and  in  Massachusetts,  the  oath  of  Ab-  They  put  their  old  wrongs  under  their  feet, 
juration,  which  no  Catholic  cou^l  take,  was  and  went  bravely  to  battle, 
prescribed  by  law  as  a  qualification  for  resi-  In  estimating  their  service  I  will  not  in- 
dence;  in  Vlonnecticut  and  New  York  any  elude  those  whose  parents  were  Catholics, 
Catholic  priest  found  within  the  territory,  but  who.  in  the  absence  of  missions,  grew  up 
for  the  first  time  was  conducted  to  the  fi-on-  indifl:'erent  to  dogmas  and  forms.  In  the 
tier;  his  return  was  punished  with  death,  forests  of  Maine,  the  Sullivane;  upon  the 
So  late  as  the  year  1741,  a  Catholic  Clergy-  Delaware,  the  McKeans,  Reads,  and  McDon- 
man  was  executed  in  this  very  State  under  oghs;  and  in  the  cities  of  the  South  the 
this  law.  In  1708,  William  Penn,  writes  to  Lynches  and  Eutledges,  lost  the  faith,  their 
his  Deputy,  Governor  James  Logan,  from  Fathers  had  ci-ossed  the  Ocean,  to  preserve 
London :  «  There  is  a  complaint  against  your  for  them.  I  leave  them  out  of  the  present 
government  that  you  suffer  public  Mass  in  a  account,  altogether. 

scandalous  manner.  Pray  send  the  matter  Among  the  Signei-s  of  the  Declaration  of 
<*f  fact,  for  ill  use  is  made  of  it  against  us  Independence  we  know  at  least  two  Catholics, 
tiere."  In  1734,  and  again  in  1736,  Cath-  Charies  Carroll  and  William  Pac4a;  the  one 
ohc  Churches  were  prohibited  in  Philadel-  of  Irish  the  other  of  Italian  origin.  Both 
phia,  by  the  Governor  and  Council.  As  in  were  from  Maryland,  and  had  been  among 
Maryland,  so  in  Pennsylvania,  our  worship  the  firet  to  prepare  that  loyal  colony  for  all 
<;ould  only  be  offered  up,  in  private  houses,  the  consequences  of  Resistance.  Among 
The  dawn  of  toleration  and  of  Independence  their  distinguished  colleagues,  they  bore 
(Came  together,  about  the  time  of  Patrick  honorable  and  conspicuous  reputations,  Car- 
Henry's  parable.  In  1756,  an  act  to  pro-  roll's  name  is  the  only  one  on  the  Declara- 
hibit  Catholic  Clergymen  taking  lands  for  tion  with  the  address  attached — he  was  re- 
Church  purposes  was  rejected  by  the  Mary-  soh'ed  that  there  should  be  no  mistake  as  to 
land  Legislature;  in  176S,  the  cross  of  St.  which  Carroll  was  the  signer, 
Mary's  was  raised  in  Philadelphia;  in  1770,  The  Declaration  being  planted,  an  army 
St,  Peter's  Church  was  built  in  Baltimore ;  and  navy  and  a  diplomatic  corps,  became 
in  1784,  Mass  was  openly  said  in  Boston;  necessary:  in  each  department,  we  find  Cath- 
and  in  1791,  the  Rev,  Dr.  Keating  founded  olics  fairiy  represented  in  proportion  to  their 
the  Mission  of  Charieston,  South  Carolina,   numbers. 

These  fects  show  you  that,  in  going  into  the       Among  the  oflScere  of  the  army,  I  shall 
Revolution  on  the  Colonial  side,  the  Catho-  call  vour  attention  to  two  of  those  contribu-  ' 
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t«d  by  Pennsylvania;  I  allude  to  General  that  General  Conway,  an  Irish  Catholic  itt 
.Edward  Hand,  and  Gen.  Stephen  Moylan.      the  French,  and  General  Roche  Fennoy,  an 
Ed\?ard  Hand,  was  an  Irish  Catholic,  a  Irish  Catholic,  in  the  Sardinian  army,  early 
native  of  Queen's  county,  who  came  to  Can-  volunteered  into  the  American  service.    The 
sda  as  Surgeon  to  that  portion  of  the  Irish  former  was  unfortunately  drawn  into  the  in- 
Brigade,  in  French  service,  which  was  under  trigue  of  Gates,  Lee  and  others,  against  the 
Montcalm's  command,  at  Oswego  and  Fort  commander.    In  the  language  of  Sullivan 
William  Henry.     Leaving  the  French  ser-  to  Washington,  we  may  say  he  was  "  impru- 
vice  he  settled  at  Lancaster,  in  Pennsylvania,  dently  led  into  it,"  by  more  artful   men. 
and  in  1776  volunteered  in  the  Pennsylva-  Both  he  and  General  Roche  Fermoy  render- 
nia  line.    He  rose  rapidly  from  the  rank  ot  ed  good  service  in  the  first  three  ywirs  of  tho 
Lieutenant  to  that  of  Brigadier,  and,  at  the  War  of   Independence,  and    received    the 
close  of  the  war  was  Adjutant-General,  sec-  thanks  of  Congress, 
ond  in  command  to  Washington.    In  1798,       I  come  now  to  the  colonial  navy;  and  here 
when  Washington  consented  to  resume  un-  in  the  first  conflict — the  capture  of  the  Mar- 
der  President  Adams,  the  title  of  command-  garetta  in  Machias  Bay,  May  11th,  1775 — 
er-in-chief,  he  recommended  Hand's  appoint-  I  find  an  Irish  Catholic,  Jeremiah  O'Brien, 
mentas  Adj utant- General ;  in  1790,  he  was  in  command  for  the  Colonies.     In  this  affair, 
one  of  the  authors  of  the  Constitution  of  which   Mr.   Fonniinoro   Cooper  calls  "  the 
Pennsylvania.    He  died  at  Lancaster  in  that  Lexington  of  the  seas,"  Captain  O'Brien  was 
State  in  1803.  assisted  by  three  of  his  brothers,  all  of  whom 

Why  is  not  the  life  of  this  great  man  held  commissions  in  the  first  navy.  I  have 
written— -of  this  man  who  stood  second  to  seen  it  stated  that  Captain  John  Manly,  who 
Washington,  at  the  close  of  the  war  ?  He  gained  the  second  sea  victory  for  the  Colonies 
was  a  Catholic,  and  "the  sign  of  the  cross"  was  an  Irishman,  but  I  waive  that  point,  as 
has  excluded  him  from  our  popular  litera-  I  have  not  the  authority  in  my  recollection, 
ture.  But  one  name  will  suflRce  in  this  department ; 

Stephen  Moylan  was  a  native  of  Cork,  the  name  of  the  first  Commodore  of  the 
and  brother  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  United  States,  John  Barry,  "  who  died  at  the 
of  that  diocese.  At  Cambridge  he  was  Com-  head  of  the  service,"  in  1 803.     He  was  bora 
missary  Gener'l  and  Aide-de-Camp  to  Wash-  on  the  sea  shore  of  Wexford  county,  in  Ire- 
ington;   afterwards  he  was  transferred  to  land,  in  1745;  in  April,  1776,  he  was  com- 
oommand  the  Dragoons,  in  which  position  missioned  by  Congress;  with  his  boats  m 
he  was  in  every  important  engagement  dur-  the  Delaware,  as  well  as  by  the  capture  of 
ing  the  war.     Wherever  you  will  find  An-  the  Edward,  the  Atalanta,  and  Trespassa  at 
thony  Wayne,  you  will  find  Stephen  Moylan ;  sea,  and  his  disciplinary  eff"orts,  he  won  the 
at  Stony  Point,  at  Bergen  Neck,  on    the  proud  title  of  "Father  of  the   American 
Delaware,  and  at  Savannah.     After  the  sur-  Navy."    With  him  Dale,  Decatur,  Murray 
render  of  York  Town  « the  remnant  of  Moy-  and  Stewart  served  their  apprenticeship  of 
lan's  dragoons  "  returned  to  their  homes.         glory.     He  made  the  orphans  of  St.  Joseph's 
Of  the  secondary  Catholic  officers,  in  the  Church,  Philadelphia,  his  heirs;  he  had  none 
colonial  service,  I   will  not  speak,  though  other. 

they  wero  many  and   distinguished  men.       I  shall  allude  but  to  one  fact,  in  relation 
Before  quitting  the  army  let  me  mention   to  the  Diplomatic  service — I  mean,  the  poli- 
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Jcal  mrnhn  which  Bishop  Oarmll  under-  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  congratulatory 

took,  at  the  request  of  Congress,  into  Canada,  addresses  poured  in  on  hun  from  every  quar- 

Although  that  mission  failed  of  its  expected  ter-amongst  others  therejas  one^trom   he 

resultvdoes  it  not  sho.  how  heartily  the  Catholics  of  the  Umted  State,  wh.ch,  as  U 

Catholics  were  interested   in  the  common  is  short,  I  will  read  for  youenUre. 

cause?     At  a  time,  when  their  Church  was  "^.^,^^f  ^1      ,  xxTn^hinM^ 

',  .  g      „„A    "Of the  Roman  Caiholtet  to  George  Waahin^vn, 

in  its  infancy,  when  laborers  were  so  few  and     ^J »««  ^p^^^^t  of  the  United  State*. 

the  work  so  great,  we  find  the  Administrator       ^  g^^ ^^  ^^^^  t,een  long  impatient  to 

the  only  head  of  the  Catholics  throughout  ^^tify  our  joy  and  unbounded  confidence,  on 
1. j-..-i.„j  =^  «r.Qt,A7  „^.,- kaino- ^iillpirl.  hv   an  unanimous  vote,  to 


journeys  ai 

turning  aside,  eveu  mum  t.ic«.  ...g- ^^^^  ^^^  p,.^ 

nal  obligations,  to  endeavor  to  be  of  service  ^^^  ^£  eminent  wisdom,  and  unblemished  vir- 
to  his  country,  in  a  dangerous  and  delicate  tue.     Our  congratulations  have  not  reached 
J   _  1  •  vnn  snnner    because  our   scattered  situation 

diplomatic  undertaking.  ^^"vntedihe  communication,  and  the  collect- 

I  have  indicated  the  French  alliance,  as  F^^J^^^^^  ^,^,j„,„ts  which  warmed  every 
the  second  element  of  American  success.  ^  o^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^j^^  ^^^  furnished  us  with 
Now  France,  in  those  days,  was  a  stiictly  ^.j^^  opportunity,  not  merely  of  presaging  the 
Catholic  country;  King,  Ministers,  Diplo-  happiness  to  be  expected  under  your  admims- 
matis^  army  and  navy,  all  were  Catholic,  tration,  but  of  ^ea^j^S  ^^f  7J  l^S 
Standing  upon  the  .atfold  of  the  King  who  wl.ch  -^S^.  JUs^  &  ^ 
helped  America  to  freedom,  his  Irish  cnap-  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  commit  their  protection  into 
lain  exclaimed,  "  Child  of  St.  Louis  ascend  ^,^^j.  ^^^^^  j^  ,var,  you  shield  them  from 
'  to  Heaven!"  It  was  that  same  child  of  St.  t^e  ravages  of  armed  hostility;  in  peace,  you 
Louis,  weak  through  benevolence  towards  establish  public  tranquillity,  by  the  justice 
tr^wn  ...^  L  ,e.  .aa  .he  .0.,  -^^^^-^1- 'Xt^r^e^tT.; 
courage  a  dozen  years  before  to  step  out  ot  ^  ^^  vigilance,  you  extend  the  influence  of 
the  ranks  of  his  royal  order,  and  recognize  i^^^g  ^^  t^e  manners  of  our  fellow-citizens.— 
America  as  an  independent  state.  Who  You  encourage  respect  for  religion,  and  in- 
were  Layfayette?  Rochambeau?  Kosciusko?  culcate,  by  words  and  actions,  that  principle 
were  xi^yi.*;c  t  ^    .    ,.  on  which  the  we  fare  of  nations  so  much  de- 

Pulaski?  D'Estaing?  Catholics  every  man  ^^^^fji,,,  ,  ,,erintending  Providence  go- 
of them.  Who  were  those  *  lench  agents,  «.^^ ^^^  ^j^^  ^^.^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^,q,.j^1^  ^^^  watches 
decorated  with  the  order  of  the  Cincinnati ;  ^^.g,.  t^^  conduct  of  men.  Your  exalted 
the  Marquis  McMahon  and  Count  Dillon?  moixims  and  unweaiied  attention  to  the  mo- 
Frenchmen,  descended  from  Lish  Catholic  nl  and  physical  improN-ement  of  our  country, 
T      -n       *  +1      p^,.«iMt;«T,   have  produced  already  the  happiest  efiects.— 

refugees.  I  will  not  say  the  Revolution  y^j  J  .^  administration,  America  is  ani- 
might  not  have  gone  on  without  the  l^rench  ^^^^^  ^j^j^  ^gaj  fo,.  the  attainment  and  en- 
alliance;  but  the  fact  has  transpired  and  is  couragement  of  useful  literature;  she  im prov- 
en record,  that  the  alliance  saved  the  Revo-  es  agriculture,  extends  her  commerce,  and  so- 
lution, at   a   critical  conjunc-ture.     We  are   qui>es   with    foreign  nations  a    diirnity  un^ 

J    V  -.v  ^    .        *      -fi     ^^,^.,i.-,^  nr.,.     known   to  her  before.     From   these  happy 

dealing  with  facts,  not  with  chimerical  con-   ^^^^^^^  .^   ^^.^^.^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^,  ^  ^.^,.,^^^^  .^. 

jectures.  Before  I  leave  this  part  of  the  sub-  ^^^^^^  ^^^  oun-elves,  we  derive  additional 
jtet  let  me  call  one  witness  whom  no  one  pleasure  by  recollecting  that  you,  sir,  have 
will  challenge— I  mean  Washington.     After  been  the  piincipal  iastrument  to  effect  so  ra- 
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prospect  of  national  pro.s|)eiitv  is  peculiarly  lienced  from  your  atieetionate  address. 
pleasing  to  us  on  nnuther  account;  because,       "I  f«el  that   my  conduct,  in    war  and  in 

whilst  our  country  prescires  her  freedom  and  peace,  has  met   with  more  general  approba- 

and   independence,   we    shall  have  a  well-  tion  than  could  reasonably  have  been  expect- 

founded  title  to   claim  from  her  justico   the  ed;  and  I  find  myself  disposed  to   consider 

equal  rights  of  citizenship,  as  the  price  of  our  that  fortunate  circumstance,  in  a  irrcat  degree 

blood  spilt  under  your  eyes,  and  of  our  com-  resulting  from  the  able  support  and  extraor- 

mon  exertions  for  her  defence,  imder  your  dmiuy  candor  of  my  feilow-citiztns  of  all  de- 

auspicious   conduct; — rights  rendered  more  nominations. 

dear  to  us  bv  the  reniembVance  of  former  hard-       "  The  prospect  of  national  prosperity  now 

ships.     When  we  prav  for  the  i)reservation  before  us  is  truly  animating,  and  ought  to  ex- 

of  them,  where  they  have  been  granted,  and  cite  the  exertions  of  all  good  men  to   estab- 

expect   the  full  extension  of  them  from  the  I'sh  and  secure  the  hi»pi)in»^ss  of  th»'ir  country 

justice  of    those  slates    which   still  restrict  in  the  iierinaneut  duration  of  its  freciioui  and 

them;  when  we  solicit  the  protection  of  Hea-  independence.     America,  under  tlu>  smiles  of 

en  over  our  common  countrv,  we  neither  ad-  :i  Divine  Providt>nce,  the  protection  of  a  good 

init,or   can  omit,   recommending  vour  pre-  government,  and  the  cultivation  of  mannoi-s, 

aervation  to  the  singular  care  of  Divine  Pro-  morals,  and  i>iety,  cannot  fail  of  attaining  an 

vidence;  because  we  conceive  that  no  human  uncommon  d(>gree  of  eminenci',  in  literature, 

means  are  so  available  to   promote   the  wel-  commerce,  agriculture,  improvements  at  home 

fare  of  the  United  States,  as  the  prolongation  and  respectability  abroad. 
of  your  health  and  life,  in  which  are  indud-        "  As  mankind  bi-come  more  liberal,   they 

ed  the  enerrrv  of  your  example,  the  wisdom  will  be  more  apt  to  allow  that  ail  those  who 

ofyoiir  counsels,  and  tlie  persuasive  eloquence  conduct  themselves  as  worthy  in  embers  of 

of  Vour  virtues.  tl"^  comimmity,  are  tHjually  entitktl  to  the 

"  In  Ixjhalf  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  i^rotectiou  of  ci\il  government.     I  ho[)e  ever 

'•J.  Caruoi.u  to  see  America  among  tlu^  foreuiost  nations 

"  In  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholic  laitv,  in  exnmi)les  of  justice  and  libt^rality.     And 

"  Chaklks  Carroll  of  CarroUton.  "  1  presume  that  your  fellow-citizens  will  not 

("Daniel  Carroll,  i\>rget    the  patriotic  part  which  you   took  in 
'' Thomas  FiTzsiMMoxs.  the  accomplishment  of  tlieir  revolution,  and 
" DoMiNicK  Lynch."  the  establishment  o\'  their  government;  or, 
the  important  assistam-e  which  they  received 

To  which  Washington  returned  an  answer,  from  a  nation  in  which  tlw  Roman  Catholic 

worthy  of  our  particular  study.     1  ask  vour  faith  is  ]>rofessed. 

attention  to  that  answer,  whicli  reads  as  fol-  "^  t^»«»^  X*^"-  S*:V!l':"''^"'  ^?':.  ^''"',  ^""^ 
,  .  concern  tor  me.  VV  lule  luy  lite  and  my 
°^^"  TTTiP  v-wr'o  health  shall  continue,  in  whatever  situation  I 
THE  AN&W  ER  ^j.^^.  ^^,^  -^  ^-^^^^^  |,p  ^^^^^  constant  endeavor  to 
"  To  the  Roman  Catholics  m  the  United  Statts  of  ji,^{ity  the  fa\orable  sentiments  which  you 
America.  'r^J.^^  pleased  to  ex])i-ess  of  my  conduct.  And 
"  Gentlemen. — While  I  now  receive  with  niay  the  members  of  your  society  in  Ameri- 
much  s;\tisfaction  your  congratulations  on  my  ca,  animated  alone  by  the  pure  spirit  of 
being  called,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  to  the  Christianity,  and  still  conducting  themselves 
first  station  of  my  country. — I  cannot  but  du-  j^c;  the  foithful  subjects  of  our  free  govern- 
ly  notice  your  pohteness  in  otlering  an  apol-  ,nient,  enjoy  every  temporal  and  spiritual  feli- 
ogy  for  the  unavoidable  delay.  As  that  de-  oitv.  Gr-  Washington." 
lay  has  given  you  an  opportunity  of  realizing,  y^^^^  ^^.jj|  ^^^^^^  particularly  that  expres- 
insteadof  anticipating,  the  benefits  of  the  .j^^  ^f  the  Father  of  his  Country,  in  which 
general  government,  vou  will  do  me  the  jus-  ,  ^  ,  •  . ,, 
tice  to  iSlieve  that  your  testimony  of  the  in-  he  says :— "  And  I  presume  that  your  fellow- 
crease  of  the  public"  prosperity  enhances    the  citizens  will  not  for  (jet  the  'patriotic  part 


you  took  in  the  accomphshment  of  thM  re-  &  »uip  load  of  .si(J'j-li.;.s  i,,  the  army  al  \alJey 
volution,  and  the  establishment  of  their  gov-  Yorgo,  and  amoug  those  patriotic  raerchaiiU* 
ernmeni;  or,  the  important  assistance  which  of  Pliiladelphia,  who  replenished  the  empty 
they  received  from  a  nation  in  which  the  army  che^t  the  same  dreadful  winter,  we  find 
Boman  Catholic  religion  is  professedr  I  the  names  of  Delany  and  Shea  for  £1,000 
recall  this  testimony"  of  Washi.igton's,  be-  each;  John  Mease  for  £4,000  and  James 
cause  some  of  your  fellow-citizens  seem  of  Mease  for  £5,000.  Those  men  were  Irish 
late  to   "have   forgotten"  the   "important   Catholics. 

assistance"  rendered,  and  "  the  patriotic  part"  I  come  now  to  the  last  act  of  the  Revolu- 
performed  by  Catholics,  in  the  Revolution.  tion,  the  Convention  at  Annapolis,  for  defin- 
The  third  element  in  the  success  of  the  ing  the  Federal  Constitution.  In  that  Con- 
Colonies  was,  the^openly  avowed  sympathy  vention  I  fi.id  the  distinguished  Catholics, 
of  a  large  party  in  Great  Britain.  Who  Daniel  Carroll  of  Maryland,  and  Thonm 
were  the  guides  and  heads  of  that  party?  Fitzsimons  of  Pennsylvania.  They  are  men- 
ExceptChatham,they  were  Irishmen.  Burke,  tioned  with  honor  in  all  the  publications  of 
Sheridan,  Barre,  Flood  and  Grattau  were  the  the  time.  Fitzsimons  sat  m  the  first  Con- 
leading  friends  of  the  Colonies.  And  what  g^ss.  and  with  Jonatha.i  Goodhue  of  Ma^ 
sustained  them  in  that  course?  Besides  a  sachusett^  was  the  pnncipal  author  of  the 
sen.se  of  duty  they  had  all  Ireland  at  their  ".-itime  laws  of  the  new  Confederation, 
back.  In  1775,  Ireland  refused  to  vote  40,-  D-iei  Carroll  ortered  ns  farm  on  the  Poto- 
000  men  to  serve  against  the  Colonies.  The  n.uc,  as  the  site  ot  the  J.  ^leral  city,  and  there, 
next  year  Franklin  addressed  a  letter  from  '-^t  this  day,  the  White  House  and  the  Capi, 
Paris'to  the  Irish  people,  in  which  he  ex-  tol,  are  erected.  1  hese  fac^  V-^^y^" 
hortedthemto  persevere  in  thatcour^e;  in  "the  patriotic  part, '"  m  the  establshmnt 
l776,inanaddLtothe  Irish  people,  the  of  the  government  which  Washington 
Continental  Congress  declared,  "Your  Par-  cheerfully  concedes  to  the  Catholic  citizens 

liament  has  done  us  no  wrong.-"     No,  in-   of  lus  time. 

,.T    ,      1       1   *        •  r.ifiics  and  Gentemcn  :  I  have  not  re- 

deed,  the  causes  of  Ireland  and  America  were        LaUKS  ana  V  .  t 

too  nearly  alike;  when  Burgoyne  surrender-  called   these  facts  to  the  public  mind,  ma 

ed  the  fiist  Catholic  Relief  Bill  was  granted ;  ^pi-'it  of  controversy.     The  Catholics  of  this 

when  Cornwallis  surrendered,  the  legislative  age,  will  not  plead  to  the  insolent  indic-tment 

Independence  of  17 8'2  was  conceded.     Ire-  against  their  loyalty  and  patno  ism.     Neith- 

land  was  the  support  and  the  ars<,ual  of  alL  er  do  we  wish  to  adorn  ourselves  with  the 

the  friends  of  the  Colonies.     "I  hope  we  borrowed  lustre  of  great  reputations.   I  have 

shall  not  loose  Ireland  as  we  lost  America,"  recalled   the  facts,   to  stop  a  cry,    which  is 

said  Burke  at  Bristol;  "Irish  Catholics,"  said  equally    ignorant   and   calummous  ;  which 

Gardiner,  Lord  Mountjov  in  Parliament-  arfects  to  consider  our  creed  an  ominous  no- 

" Irish  Catholics  lost  you  America!"     This  velty,   an   untried  and  unheard  of  thing,  in 

is  a  rhetorical  figure,  and  has  only  a  partial  the  past  career  of  the  country.  I  have  shown 

foundation  in  fact.     I  say  "  Irish  Catholics"  you,  that,  since  the  beginning  of  the  present 

helped,  and  helped  materially,  to  deprive  the  government,  how  Catholics  have  been  found 

Empire  of  these  Colonies.     Not   only  by  to  rise  superior  to  social  and  political  wrongs, 

sympathy  and  the  sword,  but  with  the  purse  and  do  their  duty.    If  I  wished  to  extend  the 

hIso.     Cork  eitv,  :Moylan's  birth  place,  sent  thesis,  and  display  more  reading,  it  would 


be  WMv  to  show  that  the  first  cLristiana,  on  ces  of  Christen Joiin.     They  are  t)je  witiqui- 

the  Atlantic  and  on  this  Continent  w««  ties  of  the  country  and  no  American  oan 

Catholics— were  those  still  connected  with  raad  the  fir*  chapter  of  hia  own  history 

us,  by  the  mysterious  unity  which  outlives  without  encountering  in  the  gate,  Catholic 

d«ath  and  stretches  beyond  the  grave.  What  discoverers,  missionaries,  atid  heroes. 
banner  was  it,  that  floated  first  in  the  air  of       No,   our   Religion  is  no  novelty,  and  we 

the  new  world  f  The  banner  of  the  cross  and  are  no  intruders,  here.  The  Protestant  mind 

of  Castile — ^the  banner  of  Isabella  the  Ca-  of  America  must  learn  to  let  that  ilhwion  go. 

tholic,  unrolled  by  Columbus,  whose  ambi-  We  Irish  Catholics  are  here  by  virtue  of  the 

tion  was  to  be  the  leader  of  a  new  Crusade,  great  Providential  law  of  nature  and  neces- 

Who  first  of  white  men  stood,  in  the  awful  sity  ;  we  are  here  because  oppression  ejected 

presence  of  Niagara  ?  The  brave  and  grave  us  out  of  our  own  land,  and   because  this 

and  chivalrous  La  Salle,  with  his  Chaplain,  Continent    needed  our  labor — because  it 

Father  Hennepin.     What  names  does  the  hungers  and  thirets  after  more  labor.    We 

West  remember  longest  ?  Those  of  Joliet,Mar-  are  here  also,  because  in  other  and  moretry- 

quette,  and  the  other  "  Black  Robes"  whose  ing  days,  Maryland  Catholics,  Irish  Catho- 

trail,  the  Indian  traced  from  the  St  Law-  lies,  and  French  Catholics,  helped  to  make 

rence  to  Mexico,  not  by  the  spoils  scattered  the  country  what  it  is,   and  to  displace  the 

on  their  path,  but  by  those  primitive  Pine-  narrow   old  Colonial  code,  by  our  present 

tree  crosses,   signals  at  once  of  civilization  just  and  equal  Constitution.    Let  us  have  no 

and  Christianity.     Of  whom  does  the  mouth  more,  then,   of  the  ignorant  falsehoods  of 

of  the  Mississippi  speak  ?     Of  that  gallant  selfish  alarmists  ;  let  Bigotry  hold  its  Peace, 

and  wise  de  Soto,  whose  story  is  as  rapid,  or  if  it  will  speak  let  it  be  prepared  for  a 

and  as  irrestible,  as  the  River  he  discovered,  challenge  to  the  Bar  of  an  enlightened  pub- 

These  were  the  first  christians  of  the   New  ]ic  Judgment,  there  to  defend  its  social  des- 

World,  who  valued  it  for  its  material  riches  potism,  and  its  frequent  perversions   of  the 

and  beauty,  but  who  valued  it  still  more,  as  National  History. 
an  enlargement  of  the  limits  and  the  resour- 
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